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KOREA: ADVANGED WEAPONS
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711" bresident Pak has 'said privately that he lhas
0 &ereq South Korean scientists to proceed with a
"'program to develop “atom bombs,™ rockets, and
V'other"m’odefh ‘weapons by 1977. Funds to lay the
‘groundwork -for Seoul’s eventual production of

litsuch. weapons reportedly have already been;in- §
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d in the defense budget for riext year, which
ill be

presented to the legislature in October.| -
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search program, Seoul is not likely to be able to
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lidevelop! a . nuclear; device before 1980 at ithe |
-earliest;. The country’s two research reactors— .
are not capable of producing enough pluto-

significant 'weapons development pro- .

. under'iliniternational saifeguards. as|are
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reans i .to secretly divert' fission- .
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safeguards. ,South Korean scienti
j .’face consuderable; difficultres in fashioning and
‘ prbducmg nuclear we apon e -
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for, Defense! Development 3 currently‘ in the US’
,learning how to‘ cet ,pp a missile range and deter--
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e.,to be part of an Ioverall effort to ‘develbp milrtary

strangth in the ;ek/e’nt';US forces leave Korea. He s

ignaling—and; may! -h.aberintendedlhis remarks to

: " Koreas milrtaryiindbpandence from the US and ;

plying that Seo#llg“ilip be'able to stand, alone

I tiohal weapons"ln , r Seolil's promise not.

© ito] develop nuclear we 1 we "Pak!m ght also hope,
hitl such an: agreemen;‘vllohld have .thei addi :

. efit offextractrhg"q r:statement ‘of US guarar
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mlght be accomplrshed by violating.interhational .
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issiles with a range of about .|
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‘weapons. appears

' "abilrtyland desire t0 assert’ |

"iic pollcues ‘have -come ' under considerable crati-' '
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South Korea has prevrously evidenced 'its
deslre to establish a credible independent military
,stance, and it appears highly unlikely that Seoul
- rwiil- soon: ratify the Non-Proliferation Treaty. A
.g recent editorial in a newspaper influenced by the
"South! Korean intelligonce agency stressed that
' 'Seoul | could no longer accept the view that hu-

. :manitarian and sentimental concerns preclude the
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